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#65 PATENT 

1. (Curraitly amended) A method for identifying and removing given contenl files 
from a Q et-(>f<>ontenf-sei=v6f a in a uont e nt d e livoi-y l oetwo rk, wh e r e in content serv^f s shar e cont e nt 
files withcaoh other , comprising: 

identifyijig content files to be removed fi^om th e content s ervey^ a Aei. or a given subset, of 
5 content <>erver<; in a content delivery network, wherein the content dclivei-y network is oper ated 
by a service provider on behalf of paiticip at ine content providers wh o u se the content servers to 
cache and serve content files, and wherein the content servers in tlie c ontent delivery networ k 
share con tent file s with each other ; 

pushing an aggregate purge request from a central s erver to each of a set of staging 
10 servers, each aggregate purge request including an identifier for each content file to be removed 
from the set, or the piven subset, o f contenl servers; ^ 

periodically, having each of the set, or the given subs et, of content servers obtain the 
aggregate purge request from a given staging server, wherein the content servers obtain the 
aggregate purge request independently and at different times; and 
15 at each content server that oblains the afi fi rcjxatc nurge reques t, purging from the content 

server each content file identified in the aggregate purge request; 

wherein afler' aTirst content server in the set of k:on t e nL s e rvers has executed the aggregate 
purge request and, as a result, has purged a given content file^^ inhibiting the first content server 
from receiving the given content file from a second content server in th e set o-Pc ont e nt 5 e n.^or s 
20 with which the first content server shares content files if the second content server has received 
biit not then executed the aggregate purge request. 
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2. (Original) The method as described in Claim 1 wherein Ihe aggregate purge 
request is pushed to the cacli of the stit of staging servers over a secure link. 

3. (Original) The method as describe in Claim 1 wherein the aggregate purge request 
is pulled from the given stiLging server to each of the set of content servers over a secure link. 

5 4. (Original) The iTielhod as described in Claim 1 liirthcr including the step of 

issuing a notification that each content file identified in the aggregate purge request has been 
purged from the content delivery network, 

5. (Original) The method as described in Claim 1 furtlicr including the step of 
issuing a notification that each content file identified in the aggregate purge request has been 

10 accepted for purging, ^ 

6. (Previously presented) The method as described in Claim 1 wherein the step of ^ 
identifying the content files to be removed from the content servers includes the step of verifying 
that a user requesting removal is authorized to purge the content files. 

7. (Original) The mt;thod as described in Claim 6 wherein the user is a content 
1 5 dehvery network customer. 

8. (Original) The method as described in Claim 6 wherein the user is a content 
delivery network administrator.^, 

9. (Cancelled). 

10. (Cancelled). 
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1 1 . (Currently amended) lx\ a content delivery network whef-ein4h ird party content is 
coolKxi on ond -served-fr-Qfl ^ s e l of content sciver -s4n-r^&p onau to end user r eq^iest^ operated bv a 
service provider on be hal f of participating content pro vi ders, wherein the part ic ipating content 
providers use content servers in th e content delivery netwo r k to cache and serve content files, and 
5 wherein content servers in the c onte nt delivery network share content files with each other, the 
improvement comprising: 

a purge mechanism for selectively identifying and removing given content files from the 
set or a given subset, of content servers in the content dehvery netwo rks comprising; 

a Web-based interface lor identifying content files to be purged from the content 

10 servers; 

a purge server for receiving purge requests pushed fi-om the Web-based interfaop, 
vaHdating each purge request, and hatching a set of purge requests into an aggregate 
purge request; 

a set of staging servers for receiving the aggregate purge request pushed from the 
15 purge server; and 

code executing on a given content server for periodically polling a given staging 
server, for pulling the aggregate purge request, for removing the identified content files 
fiom the given content server, and. with respect to a given content file that has been 
removed ft-om the given content sewer, tor inhibiting the giveijcontent server from 
20 receiving the given content file from at least one other content server with which the 

given content server shares content files if the other content server has not then removed 
the given content file that has been removed by the given content server. 

12. (Cancelled). 
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